Y &S MAKE SENSE

Why now for Y&S? The MRH Board of
Education made the tough decision to go out
for Y&S as a result of community feedback at
meetings, telephone surveys, and the
BoardWalk initiative.

What is the difference between a bond and a
levy? Bonds are used to purchase equipment,
repair facilities and pay off debt. Levies provide
funding for operating expenses such as heating
and cooling bills, textbooks, salaries and
benefits and day-to-day operations.

How long has it been since the last tax levy?
It has been nine years (2001) since our last tax
levy. Most districts our size need to pass a new
tax levy every five years.

Why do Y &S work together?

The only way to maintain programs AND
facilities is to pass both Y&S. Failure of either
proposal jeopardizes our schools, our
community, and our children.

“| think that there are a lot of civic and
humanitarian reasons why residents of MRH
should support Y & S, but if people want to think in
strictly economic terms, the additional taxes that
we would contribute in a year to ensure the quality
of our school system is unbeatable in terms of
adding value to our homes.

There is nothing else that | can do for my home
in the $200 range that will maintain the value of my
home the way having a good school system will. ”

— Pastor Andrew Vander Maas of Crossroads
Presbyterian Church, MRH resident

For more information, please visit:
www YeSforlMIRH.org

Your Community.
Your Schools.

vIVOTE YES
TUESDAY, APRIL 6

SPENDING YOUR TAX DOLLARS WISELY

The MRH Board of Education hs worked hard to see that
our children are succeeding. This requires making tough
financial decisions, including making strategic budget
cuts. In the past two years alone, they have cut more than
$1.4 million from the annual budgets.

Previous cuts include:

e After-school clubs at MRH Elementary School
e MRH Middle School athletics
e Staff positions and professional development

But, being fiscally responsible is about more than
just making cuts. MRH has also partnered with groups
like St. Louis University, UMSL, Webster University, and
University of Missouri to increase opportunities for our
students while reducing expenditures.

MRH has also diligently searched for alternative funding
and successfully secured $2.8 million in grant monies.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Our community has seen MRH students improving as
scholars, leaders and citizens. MRH Students know how
to work hard and rise above adversity.

MRH students have:

e Tripled Math MAP scores

e Doubled Communication Arts MAP scores

e Won three State championships in basketball and track

e Received over $1.5 million in scholarships
(class of 2009)

But they cannot sustain this momentum without your help.
Without Y&S the programs and initiatives that helped our
children make these great strides will cease to exist. The
results would be devastating.

Please visit www.mrhsd.org for additional
information on school district progress.

Student Test Scores Rising
District achievement scores in MAP testing
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WHAT WILL PROPOSITIONS Y&S COST ME?

What will Proposition Y&S cost me?
Proposition Y & S will cost tax payers a total
of 76 cents per $100 of assessed value of their
home.

The chart below illustrates the annual cost
to a property owner, based on the assessed
value of their home:

Effect of proposed tax levy increase:
Estimated Cost to Residential Taxpayer

Real Estate
appraisal Increased Increase
value tax rate in tax
$100,000 4.8558 $144.40
$150,000 4.8558 $216.60
$200,000 4.8558 $285.80

Real estate taxes are computed on 19% of a property’s value
as appraised by the office of St. Louis County

The average cost to the owner of a $150,000
home would be approximately $18 per month.

Seniors and the disabled may qualify for relief
under the Missouri Homestead Preservation
Credit and the Missouri Property Tax Credit.
For more information, visit:

dor.mo.gov/xax/personal/ptc




